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Artois. He was practising as an avoeat at Saint-Omer in
1789, and did not make himself at all conspicuous until after
the proclamation of the Republic, when he showed himself an
ardent politician. He had, however, obtained no post higher
than that of president of the local criminal court in his native
town, when he came up to Paris and called on his compatriots
there. He pleased them, and through the influence of either
Robespierre or Guffroy (stiange to say, accounts differ as to
which of these enemies was his patron), he was elected president
of a section of the Revolutionary Tribunal on August 28,1793,
and of the whole Tribunal on September 28. Of the sixteen
judges, the most notable, either from their conduct on the
bench or their political opinions, were Rene FranQois Dumas,
who had been a Cistercian monk; Antoine Dobsent, the former
judge in Paris, whose arrest by the Committee of Twelve in
May had caused so much excitement, * Jacques Antoine
Coffinhal, the intrepid friend of Robespierre; and Etienne
Foucault. Of the sixty jurors, fifty were chosen in Paris; and
among them might be noted the artist Topino-Lebrun, whose
notes are an authority of the highest importance for the
history of the Tribunal, and Jacques Duplay, in whose house
Robespierre lodged. Far more important were the functions
of Fouquier-Tinville, the public accuser.

Antoine Quentin Fouquier-Tinville was the son of a small
farmer at H&ouelle in Artois, and after finishing his education
at Samt-Quentm, established himself at Paris as a procureur
at the Ch&telet. He soon became a bankrupt, and is then
said, with or without foundation, to have become a police
spy. Chance seems to have pointed him out, in April, 1793,
to the deputies of the Convention, and he was nominated firwt
director of the jury and then public accuser to the new
Revolutionary Tiibunal. For the puipose of carrying out the
system of the Terror, no better instrument could have been
found than Fouquier-Tinville He is one of the few men in
the whole history of the Revolution for whose cold-blooded
atrocity no palliating circumstance can be found. Many evil
1 Vol. n pp. 241, 242.